DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 391 130 



CG 026 778 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
REPORT NO 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 
PUB TYPE 



Words that Count Women Out/In. Second Edition. 

Ontario Women ' s Directorate , Toronto • 

ISRN-0-7778-1381-5 

93 

A9p. 

Ontario ^omen's Directorate, 2 Carlton Street, 12th 
Floor, Toronto, Ontario MSB 2M9, Canada (free) . 
Guides “ Non-Classroom Use (055) 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 

IDENTIFIERS 



MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

Foreign Countries; Language Attitudes; Language 
Patterns; Language Usage; Sex Bias; ^^Sex Fairness; 
^^Sexism in Language; Sex Stereotypes 
Canada 



ABSTRACT 

Language can both reflect and shape the way people 
are treated in today's society. It can be used to open doors when it 
is gender inclusive, or to create barriers when it is not. The goal 
of this booklet is to encourage gender- incl us ive language . Bias-free 
language is effective language. A number of studies demonstrate that 
an audience is more likely to "get the message," and to remember 
information, when inclusive language is used. This guide can help 
eliminate gender bias in writing, speech, and images. It is not meant 
to be a complete treatment of the subject, but rather a practical 
resource. The chapters ire: (1) The Language Barrier: An Introduction 
to the "why" of inclusive language; (2) It's a Matter of Clarity: 
Reasons for, arguments against, inclusive language; (3) Sticky 
Wickets, and How to Avoid Them: Some advice on the "rules" of 
inclusive language; (4) Words to the Wise: A glossary; (5) Language 
on the Move; (6) Women Speak up About Sex-Biased Language; (7) 
Cracking Down on Bias: Insiders share their strategies; (8) Word 
Buffs, Take Note; and (9) Suggested Reading, a 12-item annotated 
bibl iography. (JBJ) 
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